The Chiari type I malformation is a rare condition that generally occurs in young adults. It There was a past medical history of similar symptoms, also with a high initial temperature, 18 months and two years previously, requiring hospital admission for two days on each occasion. The diagnosis on each admission was "viral illness". Hyperventilation had been noted on a couple of occasions. Arterial blood gases during one of these episodes showed a pH of 7.64, (normal range 7.36-7.44kPa) pO2 13.7, (normal range 11.3-14.6 kPa) and pCO2 2.42,( normal range 4.7-6.0 kPa).
The Chiari type I malformation is a rare condition that generally occurs in young adults. It The fact that our patient has not relapsed during the 30 month follow-up period is encouraging. The unusual features in this case are the absence of neurological signs or florid evidence of respiratory failure, and the presence of pyrexia with the apnoeic episodes.
